
MINUTES COMMUNITY POWER TASK FORCE
TOWN OF PETERBOROUGH

03-09-2022

Abbot Board Room, Peterborough Town Library

Members Present: Co-chair Tony Cassady, Co-chair Joel Huberman, and Michael
Nadeau. Members attending remotely via Zoom were Steve Walker, Dori
Drachman, Ed Juengst, Elaine Holden, and Select Board Liaison Bill Kennedy.
Also attending via Zoom was alternate member Bruce Tucker.
_________________________________________________________________

Co-chair Joel Huberman opened the meeting at 4:02 PM.

1. Michael Nadeau reported on the statistical information obtained from the survey
that the Task Force provided to the citizens of the town. Discussion was held
regarding the types of responses, and mention was made regarding responses
from some respondents referencing their perception as to the challenge of
switching to an alternative power source.  Thus, ease of switching to
Community Power should be noted as a talking point during community
outreach/education meetings.  Continuation of the survey was discussed, and it
was determined that continuation is unnecessary. However, the Communication
Subcommittee will meet soon to discuss next steps for providing further public
information.

2. The hand-outs to be provided to the public were discussed. Revisions were
initiated. The Communication Subcommittee will make additional
recommendations, then submit the final product to the entire Task Force for
final approval. The Town’s Deliberative Session will take place on April 5,
(prior to voting on May 10. The Task Force approved presenting our slide show
and answering questions at that time.  The Task Force also identified three



Saturdays ( April 23, 30, and May 7) that will be optimal for campaigning at the
Recycling Center between the hours of 10 AM and 2 PM.  Three members of
the Task Force will be present at the Recycling Center during those days to
provide the necessary information.  Scheduling will be established via a
spreadsheet set up by Dori.  For voting day, optimal times for the members of
the Task Force to be available at the Community Center will be 8 AM to 9 AM,
11 AM to 1 PM, and 4 PM to 6 PM.  Signs to promote Community Power
should be created for voting day.  Michael Nadeau will write an op-ed for the
Ledger-Transcript. It must be submitted by April 22, and it will be published on
April 26.

3. Ed noted that we probably need to obtain Peterborough aggregate information
from Eversource regarding energy used, number of residential and commercial
customers, etc. The request to Eversource must be from a Town official, on
town letterhead. Nicole MacStay may already have requested this information.
Ed will check with her. Joel will ask Clifton Below (NH’s expert on Community
Power legal requirements) if it’s necessary for us to obtain this information and,
if so, when is it required?

4. Outline with some detail of the steps we followed to educate and get input from
the public a discussed.  Itemizing all the efforts made to contact and educate the
public is important to ensure that the community understands that due diligence
was honored at all steps in the process.  The town website was also viewed and
discussed.  Several suggestions were made and Joel will contact the town
administration to investigate what can be accomplished as a temporary change
related to advertising Community Power.

5. Given that much of our planning for public education between now and Town
ballot voting (May 10) has been completed, the Task Force decided to revert to
bi-weekly meetings until resuming a weekly schedule post voting.  Joel will
contact the library for scheduling changes with respect to the use of the Abbot
Board Room.



6. Joel made a report based on his attendance yesterday at a meeting between three
members of RiverMead’s administration and three Members of the RiverMead
residents’ sustainability committee (the “Green Committee”). He learned that
Competitive Energy Services; https://www.competitiveenergy.com is currently
providing electricity aggregation services to RiverMead. He also learned that
RiverMead will consider Peterborough Community Power as an alternative
aggregation possibility after Peterborough Community Power is up and running.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:36 pm.

Initial draft of these minutes created by Elaine Holden, then edited by Joel
Huberman, then respectfully submitted by Elaine Holden and Joel Huberman.

https://www.competitiveenergy.com

